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Model Presentation of Early
Internationalization of Small and Medium

Enterprises
Soheil Pirfekr*, Ali Davari**, Yousef Vakili***, Ahmad
Rahchamani****

Abstract

Objective: The purpose of this exploratory study is to provide a
model for early internationalization of small and medium food
industries in Iran.

Methodology: To achieve this goal, first in the qualitative section,
with a "systematic review" of studies and research conducted, the
dimensions and components of early internationalization of SME are
identified and approved by a group of experts in three stages by
fuzzy Delphi method. Then, in a quantitative part, by surveying food
industry managers, the most important influential components in the
early internationalization of small and medium-sized companies
were calculated by SPSS software and then analyzed.

Findings: The early internationalization of SME ensures the
stability of businesses in global markets, access to low-cost
resources, and the rapid return on investment.

Result: Factors affecting the early internationalization of SME were
classified in three pillars of organization, environment and
individual and six dimensions of structure, management, culture,
competitive environment, institutional institutional environment and
psychological characteristics and proposed model was presented.
Key words: Early internationalization; Small and medium
enterprises; Food industry
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